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WHY SHOULD STUDENTS STUDY 
COMPUTER SCIENCE (CS)?!

Flexible, creative, rewarding careers!
Unmet workforce need!
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Great Career!!

3/2010!

BLS, CNNMoney, Payscale data from Focus!

Three of the top ten occupations are computing!

!  Systems Engineer!

!   IT Project Manager!

!  Network Security 
Consultant!

Manage large complex 
projects!

Plan, organize, and 
oversee the team on a 
computing project!

Protect important 
computer systems from 
infiltration! 4!Source: CNNMoney.com, Best Jobs in 

America!
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Computing offers exciting work that affects 
our world and the people in it!
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Create technology for!
•  Tracking endangered dolphins!
•   Mobile forensics labs for instant 

analysis at crime scenes!
•   GPS systems that guide blind 

people!
•   Scanning DNA for childhood 

diseases!
•   Designing and displaying new 

fashions!
Source: dotdiva.org!

Computer 
Scientists 
work in 
every 
industry!

6!

Source: dotdiva.org!
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Computing occupations are well paid!
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life, phys, soc!

Annual Mean Wage, May 2009!

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics  (BLS)!

Computing is where the jobs are going to be!
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More Job Growth Expected than any other 
Category of Professional Occupations!
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Architecture and Engineering!
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Community and Social Services!

Life, Physical, and Social Sciences!

Healthcare Practiontioners and Technical Occupations!

Computer and Mathematical Sciences Occupations!

Predicted Job Growth, 2000-2018 !

NCWIT. Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics!
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Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics  Employment Projections Table 1.6 !

CS outpaces other expected total job openings!
Bachelor Level STEM Jobs  due to Growth and Replacement for 2018!
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Workforce needs could go unmet!
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 …unless 
we attract 
more 
students!

WHY OFFER CS IN HIGH 
SCHOOL?!

12!
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CS teaches vital 21st century skills!

!   Design, logical reasoning, and problem solving!
!   Creating and adapting, not just using, technology!

13!

Colleges often expect familiarity!

!   Students are more likely to succeed in computing if they 
have positive early experiences !

14!
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Contribute to local economy!

15!

SOURCES FOR MORE 
INFORMATION!

16!
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NCWIT has free resources for more information 

Talking Points Cards  
Programs in a Box  
Practice Sheets  
Facts & Figures  

CSTA has free resources for more information!

18!



2/17/11!

10!

Questions!

19!
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