LING 103: Academic Writing for Graduate Students

Spring 2006
Instructor:  Ms. Shelley Staples



Email:
sls8y@virginia.edu
Phone: 924-6553





Office: Garrett B021

Course Description:

LING 103 is an advanced writing course for graduate students for whom English is a second language. Enrollment is limited to students writing a dissertation, thesis, or proposal. Through analyzing models and individual writing practice, students learn strategies to improve their skills in writing and editing these extended academic research papers. Course topics include reporting research, critical analysis, argumentation, and style. Structures and vocabulary are addressed as needed. Students receive feedback from the instructor on each writing assignment. Individual consultations are an important part of the course. 

Course Goals:

1. Identify and implement rhetorical models and other basic writing strategies in the major sections of the research paper;


2. Use core writing techniques, including clarity, cohesion, and concision;


3. Review and correctly use grammar, sentence structure and mechanics in conjunction with any academic writing you generate;


4. Choose appropriate style, vocabulary, and level of formality; 


5. Clearly and concisely make persuasive arguments through your writing;

6. Use targeted editing techniques to improve self-editing.

Grading/Evaluation:  LING 103 is graded on a pass-fail basis.  Evaluation is based on attendance, participation, satisfactory completion of assignments, and progress. Students will receive a narrative progress report along with their grade. There is no final for this course.
Required Text: Swales, John and Cristine Feak. Academic Writing for Graduate Students: A Course for Nonnative Speakers of English. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2001. Available in the University Book Store.

Attendance/Participation: Full participation is required for this course. If you need to be absent for any reason, please contact the instructor in advance or as soon as possible. Students are also responsible for contacting the instructor about missed assignments and in-class writing. Three or more unexcused absences will result in failure of the course. 

Weekly writing assignments: We will spend two weeks on each writing assignment. Each assignment will require two submissions, a draft and a revision. These should be 2-3 pages in length, double-spaced, in 12-pt. font. Please use spell-check on all assignments and proofread both drafts and revisions closely. Assignments will be due Thursday mornings, at 9 AM, so that I can give your work ample attention before class on Monday. Please send your submissions to my email address in Word or pdf format.

Portfolio: In addition to receiving feedback on each writing assignment, students will be required to hand in their assignments the last week of the course for final evaluation and further recommendations.

Additional homework may be assigned to students based on their needs.

Students will have the option of presenting their thesis or dissertation at the end of the semester in order to practice for the defense or a conference.

Recommended (for this course and for your academic studies in general):

An English-to-English dictionary: the Longman Advanced American Dictionary 

A thesaurus: Roget’s Thesaurus  $6.99
A grammar handbook (reference guide): Chartbook: A Reference Grammar from the Understanding and Using English Grammar series by Betty Azar

Purchase or familiarity with the style guide used in your field 

Use of the University’s Writing Center, located at 314 Bryan Hall. ESL/EFL tutors, trained instructors with extensive experience teaching English grammar and syntax, are available. For more information, drop by Bryan 314 or call 924-6678. You need to make an appointment for these 50-minute sessions. Bring no more than 5-6 pages of writing. 

Other Useful Texts:

Swales, John and Cristine Feak. English in Today's Research World: A Writing Guide. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2000.

Alfred, Gerald, Charles T. Brusaw, and Walter E. Oliu. Handbook of Technical Writing. St. Martin's Press, 2003. (with an online companion site)

Syllabus
Week 1: Jan. 23
Course Introduction/Writing Samples

Week 2: Jan. 30  
Table of Contents 
Week 3: Feb. 6
Literature Review
Week 4: Feb. 13
Literature Review

Week 5: Feb. 20
Methods/Approach 

Week 6: Feb. 27
Methods/Approach 

***March 6:  NO CLASS SPRING BREAK***

Week 7: March 13 
Introduction
Week 8: March 20
Introduction
Week 9: March 27
Results
Week 10: April 3
Results
Week 11: April 10
Discussion 

Week 12: April 17
Discussion 
Week 13: April 24
Presentations



