UVa CS Template for End-of-Course Memo

Note to instructor: This document will be read by someone in your department and by faculty in other departments who need information and data to assess if degree programs are meeting their goals. (This document may also be examined by ABET external visitors, but this is not the main way it will be used.)

Information and quantitative evaluation of student learning must be focused around the course objectives you defined at the start of your course.

Complete this document by replacing the boiler-plate text.  All text highlighted in blue should be replaced or removed.

Deadline: Submit this document within one week after submitting grades for your course.
End of Course Memo
CS XXX – Course-Title
Instructor Name (Term)
Course Objectives:
Note to instructor: List your course objectives here. You should always list them in your beginning-of-course memo and/or on your class Web page each term, so just paste them from there.  The department also maintains a list of what objectives have been used in the past for our courses: http://www.cs.virginia.edu/~horton/abet/course-objectives.html
1. Text for Objective 1 goes here
2. Text for Objective 2 goes here
3. etc.
Mapping of Course Objectives to BSCS Outcomes:

Note to instructor: Here you tell us how your course-objectives map to the degree-program’s outcomes (same idea, but at higher level).
You can put an “X” in a cell to show that one of your course-objectives is part of the degree-goal.  Or, instead of the “X” you can put a letter to indicate level as follows. “D” means “in Depth”; “F” means “Familiarity”; “X” means “Exposure”.

You can also move this table to the end of this document if you wish – it will fit on one page.
	CS Degree Outcomes:  Students who graduate with a BSCS  will…

	Course Obj. 1
	Course Obj. 2
	Course Obj. 3
	Course Obj. 4
	Course Obj. 5

	(1: Math & DLD) Have demonstrated comprehension in relevant areas of mathematics (including calculus, discrete math, and probability), and in the area of logic design.
	
	
	
	
	

	(2: Fundamentals) Have demonstrated comprehension in fundamental topics of computing, including the intellectual core of computing, software design and development, algorithms, computer organization and architecture, and software systems.
	
	
	
	
	

	(3: Analysis & Evaluation) Have applied knowledge of areas of computing to analyze and evaluate algorithms, designs, implementations, systems, or other computing artifacts or work-products. Application of this knowledge includes the ability to design, conduct and evaluate the results of experiments and testing activity.
	
	
	
	
	

	(4: Build Solutions) Have applied knowledge of areas of computing to create solutions to challenging problems, including specifying, designing, implementing and validating solutions for new problems.
	
	
	
	
	

	(5: Research Awareness) Be aware of current research activity in computing through activities including reading papers, hearing research presentations, and successfully planning and completing an individual research project in computing or its application.
	
	
	
	
	

	(6: Broadening) Have demonstrated comprehension of subjects in the humanities, social sciences, and the natural sciences in order to broaden a student's education beyond engineering and computing.
	
	
	
	
	

	(7: Social and Professional) Comprehend important social, ethical, and professional considerations related to computing practice and research, and be able to apply this knowledge when analyzing new situations.
	
	
	
	
	

	(8: Post-graduation) Be prepared to enter graduate programs in computing or related fields, and be prepared to begin a professional career in computing.
	
	
	
	
	

	(9: Life-long Learning) Have demonstrated a self-directed ability to acquire new knowledge in computing, including the ability to learn about new ideas and advances, techniques, tools, and languages, and to use them effectively; and to be motivated to engage in life-long learning.
	
	
	
	
	

	(10: Teamwork) Have demonstrated the ability to work effectively in a development team.
	
	
	
	
	

	(11: Communication) Have demonstrated the ability to communicate effectively (orally and in writing) about technical issues.
	
	
	
	
	

	(12: Professional development practices) Comprehend important issues related to the development of computer-based systems in a professional context using a well-defined process to guide development.
	
	
	
	
	


Assessment of Learning by Course-Objective:

Note to instructor: Here you give some information and/or data that shows how well students are doing on a course-objective basis. There should be a section for each course objective, and in that section explain what exam questions, homeworks or projects addressed that course objective. 

If you have measured scores separately on these, give some measure of student performance by course-objective. If you do not have data to analyze student performance by course-objective, give your subjective view.

Consult examples from past semesters to see how this section should be done at: http://www.cs.virginia.edu/~horton/abet
Objective 1:  [Repeat text of Course Objective 1 here.]
[List what student-work, exams, etc. addressed this objective. Give a quantitative summary of these scores for this objective, or summarize results for all objectives at end of this section. Give an interpretation of these results, and if you feel some improvement could be made to the course in this area, note how the course might be improved next time.]
Objective 2:  [Repeat text of Course Objective 2 here.]
[Repeat for each course objective…]
Summary of Results by Objective:

[If you have a table etc. summarizing performance by objective, list that here.]
Assessment of Changes Made in the Course:

If you have introduced any significant changes to the course that you hope have improved it, describe those in this section. It is important in this section that you:

· Describe what led you to believe there was a problem that needed improving. (Scores in previous semesters; faculty/student/alumni feedback; etc.)
· Describe any assessment you have made to determine if your changes did result in a measurable improvement. (If you can provide assessment data, that would be ideal, but if not please give a qualitative evaluation.)
[Your discussion goes here…]
Other Issues:

1. Do you have concerns regarding the background of students coming into the course?

2. Are there other issues affecting student learning beyond what has been discussed elsewhere in this report?  Include any other concerns you have about what students have or have not learned when they have completed the course.
3. If you know of changes being made or considered in the curriculum that might affect the course, briefly describe what these are and how the course might be affected.

4. List any other comments you think the Committee that monitors our degree programs should know about this course this semester.
